
  

 
LAFAYETTE HIGH SCHOOL 

 
AP Literature and Composition Summer Reading Assignment 2019-2020 

 
Each AP student will read three texts and complete the assignment outlined below. Please read the directions carefully and 

email Courtney.Calk@fayette.kyschools.us, if you have any questions. 
 

Required Reading 
 

• All students must read Hamlet by William Shakespeare 
• Each student will select two of the following five texts to read:  

o Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 
o Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad 
o A Lesson Before Dying by Ernest J. Gaines 
o Frankenstein by Mary W. Shelley 
o The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde 

 
Assignment  
 

• You will have a test over Hamlet during the first week back. It is highly recommended that you construct study 
notes or notecards as you read. The test will be difficult. 

• While reading the two novels you selected from the list of five, please write an annotation every 3 pages or less 
(see overview and attached for directions/example). Highlighting is encouraged, but will not count as an 
annotation.  

o You are welcome to complete annotations by writing in text, on post it notes/note cards that are 
placed in book, etc. If you aren’t writing in text, make sure to note the page number referenced 
next to each annotation.  

o Bring annotations with you on the first day of class. They will be checked for a grade and used to 
assist you on the essay(s) you will write. 
 

Overview of Annotation for Beginners  
 
Annotation (n): The act or process of furnishing critical commentary or explanatory notes, a commentary 
 
Types of Annotations -- It is suggested that you include an unspecified number of each type of annotation: 
 
 Basic Annotations: This annotation is underlining, circling, starring, bracketing and is used to identify 
 important developments in plot, characterization, and theme and later used for quick recall during discussions and 
 writing.  
 
 Summary Annotations: This annotation should provide a detailed account of a section or part of the reading. 
 They will help with comprehension and quick recall of plot, characterization, and conflict.  
 
 Comprehension Annotations: This annotation should research people and places mentioned in the text and 
 define words that you do not know.  
 
 Critical Analysis Questions: This annotation should ask questions about the author’s style, the  purpose and 
 meaning of literary devices used in the text, the effect of literary devices on the mood, meaning, and tone of 
 the work, and what the text informs us of the social and cultural values of when it was written.  
 
 Analysis Annotation: This annotation should answer your own critical questions. You will need to answer 
 using evidence from the text (specific references and/or quotes) and respond fully to the question you asked.  
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